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14 KatapoOpeg ApyocstoAiov
14 Sinkholes of Argostoli

01 KatapéBpes Apyoatohiou evtoniZovtal Kovid o1o akpwtnplo Twv Ayiwv B€0dwpwy, oty €i0060 ToU KOAMOU
10U ApyoatoAiou, 6nou Bpioketal gpdpos 8y Uyous yvwotds ws “davapl”. O1 KataBdBpes anoteholv undyeia
Katappo@nuikG KapotikG €ykoINa. Xus kataBoOpes Apyootohiou napatnpeital 1o povadikd ¢aivopevo s
adidaeintns eiopons peydins noodtntas Baraccivol vepol 010 E0WTEPIKG TOU AOBECTONIBIKOU NETPWHATOS HE
taxutnta 3m/sec nou eival apketd 1oxupn wote va kivhael Bahacodpuous. Tov 190 aiova Aertoupyoloav 500
6aAaco6uuNol aglonolwvias auTAV TNV Napayouevn evEpyela, ol onoiol kataotpaenkav and tov oeiopd to 1953
padi pe 1o ®avdpl, Nou avakataokeudotnke oUPPWVA PE To apXIkd ox€S10. To 1963, n piPn XpwatikAS ousias otis
KataBoBpes eixe ws anotéeopa 15 nEPES PETE, TO XPWHATIOUEVO VEPD Va EUPAVIOTE] € UPANUUPES NNYES GTNV
neploxn tns Zauns oe anéotacn 15xAu and 1o ApyootoMl. To Baracaivé vepd katd th petapopd tou and éva undyeio
KapoTIKG SiKTUO aywywV KI eykoihwv, avapelyvietal he Bpoxivo vepd nou Sieiodlel ota aoBeatoNBIKG NETpWUATa
10U Aivou Kal 0Tn ouvéxela avaBAUZel ws UPAAUUPO atis NnyEs Tou KapaBopuou otn Zaun. To paivépevo nibavd
va 1pogodoteital and v evépyela Tou wkedviou pedpatos Alyaiou-Adpiatikis nou npokaAei alénon tns otdduns
s BAAaooas ous KataBdbpes oe oxéon Pe TIS NNyES otn ZAUN, av Kal auth N UYOETPIKA S1apopd yia Aiyes
wpes diakontetal kabnyuepiva. Enions, to eninedo tou undyelou vepoU Twv NNYWv tou KapaBdopuhou Bpioketal 1y
uynAdtepa and tis KataBdBpes. H tdon tou nukvétepou Baracoivol vepoU va PETAKIVEITal MPos To AyGTEPO NUKVO
Bpoxivo vepd kal n 1oxuph avappdenon tou BaAaccivol vepoU and tnv aténon tns taxUtntas ts pons Katd
SIGPKEIN 1I0XUPWV BPOXONTWOEWY PAiVETal va GUVIENOUV OTN SNIoupYia Tou HovadikoU autol ¢paivouévou.

Katavothres are sinkholes located close-by the 8m tall lighthouse commonly called ‘Fanari’, which stands on Saint
Theodore promontory, at the entrance of Argostoli Gulf. Through the sinkholes a massive seawater current flows
continuously into the porous limestone with a speed of 3 m/s and provides energy powerful enough to run mill-
wheels. During the 19th century two seamills were built to exploit commercially the energy produced, both of which
were destroyed by the 1953 earthquake as well as ‘Fanari’ lighthouse which was reconstructed afterwards accord-
ing to the original architectural design. This phenomenon of seawater current inflow-outflow in a steady stream
has not been observed anywhere else in the world. In 1963, scientists introduced pigment as a chemical detector
in the sinkholes and after 15 days the colored water appeared on the opposite coast of the island, at the brackish
springs in the area of Sami, at a distance of 15 km. Seawater gets transported by an underground karstic system
of conduits and cavities where it gets mixed with rainwater which penetrates the carbonate rocks of Mt Aenos. A
vital driving force leading to the development of the phenomenon may derive from the collision of the Aegean to
the Adriatic circuit current which results in a higher sea level at Katavothres respect to the discharge springs in
Sami, even though this altitude difference is interrupted for a few hours per day. Furthermore, considering that the
water table level of discharge in Sami is 1m higher than in Argostoli sinkholes, it seems that additional factors may
contribute to the phenomenon. These factors comprise the tendency of denser seawater to move towards the less
dense fresh water and the activation of suction forces causing powerful aspiration of sinkholes seawater due to the
increase of flow velocity during heavy rainfalls.

32 ZmAawo ZepPatn - 26 Aipvn Kapafopviog
32 Zervati Cave - 26 Karavomylos Lake

To onAhaio ZepBdtn eival eykatakpnuviclyevés Bapabpo nou dopeital and aoBeotéMiBous tou Kpntidikou (AABIo-
Kevopdvio 113,0-100,5 ekat. £tn) tns Mpo-AnoUias Zovns, €xel phkos 235 P kal ta toixapatd tou Slakoopolv
OTAAGKTITES. H QUOIKA TOU €i0080S SNUIOUPYNBNKE aNd TOUS OEIoOUS, 6Tav ANOKOMABNKE PEPOS TNS 0POPNS
S10HOPPVOVTAS KWVO Kopnpdtwy Uyous 10y. O kwvos autds Slaxwpilel To onAAalo o€ 500 ThpAta pe UPpAAUUPES
Aiuves, énou @iaoEevolvral ondvia idn uspdBIwv PuT@Y, 1XBUES Kal xéNia. To onNNAAIO OUVEXIZel unoBpuxia Kal
KataAnyel o€ Seltepn aibouoa e SUo oIPAVIa Nou eNITPENOUY TNV ENIKOIVWVIa Tou pe Ta onhAaia Mehioodvn Kai
AyyaAdKi, 1o vepd Twv onoiwv LETaPEPETal PEOW UNGYEIOU KapatikoU Siktiou otnv nnyh tou KapaBdpuhou. H
Snyioupyia autol Tou KapotikoU Siktiou ogeiletal otnv kovtivi andotaon s neploxis and to peydho pryua
€NWONONS TwV NEPWHATWY Tns loviou Zcvns o€ autd ths evotntas Magwv, T0 0noio NPOKAAET €viovn TEKTOVIKA
5paotnpIGTNTA KI 08NYEl OTOV KATAKEPUATIOUS Twv aoBECTONBIKWOV NETPWUATWY Kal o€ €vtovn Kapotikonoinon.
Ytov KapaBdpuho, n mnyn ekpoptions QuolkoU kapotikoU €ykoldou and aoBeotdhiBous tou Av. KpntiSikou
(100,5-66 ekat. £tn) s Mpo-AnoUAias {Kvns Kal ouvsEetal e T BAAACOa PESW HIas TEXVNTAS Afpvns. To 1963
nigtonolNBnke n oUv6ean Twv NNywv Tou KapaBdpuhou pe tis KataBobpes ato ApyootoAl. H ovopaaia ths nnyAs
Kal TS nepIoxns Mpoépxetal and USPOUUAO Nou AEITOUPYOUTE XPNOILOMOIKVTAS TN HeydAn Kal ouvexh napoxn
UQAAUUPOU VepOU and tnv nnyn, n onoia KIVoUoe Tov GISEPEVIO TPOXO TOU USPOHUAOU.

The decorated with stalactites cave is a cavern that develops in Cretaceous (Albian-Cenomanian 113-100.5My)
limestones of the Pre-Apulian zone and has a total length of 235m. Its natural entrance was created when a part of
the roof collapsed during earthquakes, forming a debris cone which divided the cave in two parts both containing
brackish lakes that host many rare species of aquatic plants, fish and eels. The cave continues underwater and ends
in a second chamber with two siphons allowing Zervati cave undergound communication with Melissani and Aggal-
aki caves; the water of the latter caves probably flows into Karavomylos brackish spring through a well-developed
karstic network. The creation of this network in the area of Sami was due to the area proximity to the thrust of lonian
zone over the rocks of the indigenous Pre-Apulian, provoking intense tectonic activity that leads to the extensive
fragmentation and intensive karstification of limestones. At Karavomylos the spring discharging the karstic network
is connected with the sea through an artificial lake. It was formed inside a natural karstic cavity of Upper Cretaceous
(100.5-66My) limestones of the Pre-Apulian zone. In 1963, its network connection with the seawater current in-
flow from the Sinkholes of Argostoli was certified. The spring was named after a watermill that used to operate with
a ship wheel thus exploiting the energy produced by the spring brackish water current outflow.



AwvoomniAaio MeAwsaavn /25 Melissani Cave

MMpdkertal yia onnAalodoivn, nou avantiooetal pe SielBuvon BBA-NNA, evad n poppn tns kabopiZetal and to
Kupiapxo oUotnua 8IappREeEwV TwV NETPWUATWY otnV NEPIOXn. Meyalo PEPOS TNS 0POPNAS AMOKOAABNKE PETA and
0€lopoUs e anotéAeUa va SnpioupynBei n KatakdpuPn PUOIKA €i0060S TOU GnNAGioU Kal va anokahupeolv ol
EVIUNWOIAKO GTAAAKTITES NOU KOOHOUV 1A TOIXWHATA TOU ANIIVOGNACioU, Ta 0Moia oxnpatiotnkav and asBectoAIfous
Tou Avatepou KpnusikoU (100,5-66,0 ekat. €tn) ts Mpo-AnoUNias {ovns O1 GTANAKTITES auTol (EKKEVTPITES) Nou
éxouv nNikia and 16.400+/- 300 £tn £ws 20.400+/-500 étn, Sev avantiooovial Katakdpupa aAAG o€ S1GPopes
Kateubuvaels, avtBaivovtas Tous vopous tns Baputntas, Ayw twv peupdtwy aépa o€ ouvsuacpd e th petakivnon
TWV AOBECTONBIKWY TEPAXWV. £T0 e0WTEPIKG, 20 Y kdtw and v enipdavela Tou 5Apous undpxel akdhuntn Aiuvn
BdBous 10-35p pe UPANUUPO vePO Kal avahoyia olotaons 5 YAUKO : 1 ahuupd. Z1o voto dkpo tou To onhAaio
ouvexietal ws oIPOVI pAKkous 240 P nou KataAyel o anpoonéAactn oxiopn, PEow Tou omnoiou Gaivetal va
ENIKOIVWVET e T0 UNOAOINO KapaTIKO SiKTuo Tns nepioxns. AN TV KATAKPAWVION TS 0poPAs Snpioupyndnke vnaida
ané KWvo kopnudtwy, Pikous 30 PETpWY, Nou xwpidel T Aiuvn og §0o Thpata. Xn vnoida auth avakaAieonkav
apxalohoyikd eupfuata ki apiep@pata og Bedtntes s BAdotnons, ts NUUQes kal otov tpayduopeo Bed Mdva,
yeyovos nou anodeIkvUel T AQTPEUTIKA XPAGN TOU ONNAAIOU otnV KAAGIKA EMOXA.

Melissani is a cavernous doline, with a NNW-SSE orientation the shape of which is determined by the main system
of joints that occur in the region. The natural entrance of the cenote was formed during earthquakes when a part of
the roof collapsed. It was then revealed the spectacular view of stalactites hanging from the walls of Melissani cave
formed in Upper Cretaceous (100.5-66.0 My) limestones of the Pre-Apulian zone. These stalactites (eccentrics)
of an age range from 16,400 +/- 300 to 20,400 +/- 500 years, do not develop perpendicularly, but in various
directions (opposite of the law of gravity) due to the air currents in combination with the relative movement of
limestone blocks. Twenty meters below the ground surface there is a brackish water lake 10 to 35m deep witha 5
fresh : 1 seawater ratio. The cave continues as a 240m siphon ending up in an inaccessible crevice, through which
the cave seems to communicate with the rest of the subterranean karstic network. Debris dome deriving from the
collapse of the roof, formed a 30 meters long islet which divides the lake into two chambers. On this islet, ancient
artefacts dedicated to god Pan and the dancing Nymphs were discovered indicating that in antiquity Melissani used
to be a place of worship.

To onnAaio Apoykapdtn BaBous 95 p eival éva and ta opop@dtepa onAlaia otnv EANGSa. AnoteAeital and
aoBeatdNBous Tou MaraioyevoUs (65,5-33,9 ek. £tn) s Mpo-AnolAias {&vns kal SnuioupyAbnke and d1appnéels
AOyw NS €viovns TEKTOVIKAS paotnpIdTNTAs Kal TS KOVTIVAS Tou andotacns and 1o PEtwno s enwonons twv
netpwpdrtwv s loviou Zwvns o€ autd ts Mpo-AnouAias Zovns. AvakaAiednke npiv ané 300 xpdvia dtav 1oxupds
0€I0PGS NPOKANEDE TNV KATGPPEUON EVOS TUAKATOS TNS 0POPNAS SNKIOUPYWVIAS TN PUOIKNA Tou €i0080. O Sidkoopos
T0U onnAaiou €ival NAoUoI0S 0€ onNNAGIOBEUATa 6NWS OTAAAKTITES NOU SNpIoupyoUVTal HECw OTayovoppons and
SlakAdoels atnv opo®n tou annAaiou, Uyous 20y, Kal tn otadiakh evandBeon avBpakikoU aoBeatiou (CaCO3),
TOUS OTANaYUiTeS Mou avantiooovtal oto 5Anedo, TS KOAWVES Mou NPoEpxovTal and tnv £vwan twv 500 napandvaw
onNAQIOBEATwY, TIS KOUPTIVES HE KUPATOEISA HOPPN KAl TOUS EAIKTITES e 0pIZOVTIa, YWVIOSN A KaUNUAdYpauun
avantuen. Mpdkeital yia éva {wvtavo onaAalo Kabws oUVeXIZetal n SnpIoupyia Tou Pe Ty MT®on otayovwy and tous
otahaypites. Exel SianiotwOei 61 to onhAalo miBavd enikolvwvel e to onfialo Ayyahdki kai 1o onnaio twv Ayiwy
0€08WPWV Kal OUVEEETAl EMOPEVWS LE TO EUPUTEPO KAPOTIKG SiKtuo tns ZAuns. To Kupiws TUApaA Tou phKkous 100
U Slaxwpicetal og éva uynAdtepo eninedo nepippaypévo and Ynhous otalaypites, Tov “Bacihiké EEDoTN” Kai pia
NUIKUKAIKA aiBouca oav puoikéd ap@if€atpo peydAwy Siactdocwv, T “ZaAa tns Anobéwaons” 6rou dievepyolvtal
OUVAUAiEs Kkal Spwpeva Ayw tns €AIPETNS AKOUTTIKAS TNS.

Drogkarati is a 95m deep cave, formed in the Paleogene (65.5-33.9 My) limestones of the Pre-Apulian zone and
which is considered as one of the most beautiful limestone caves in Greece. It was formed through fractures due
to the intense tectonic activity and its position close to the thrust of the lonian zone on the pre-Apulian. It was
discovered 300 years ago when a strong earthquake provoked the collapse of part of the ceiling, thus forming its
natural entrance. The cave is rich in speleothems such as stalactites, calcium carbonate (CaC03) deposits formed by
water drops dripping from the ceiling through joints, stalagmites rising from the floor, columns formed by the union
of stalactites and stalagmites, curtains, wavy or folded sheets of flowstone, and helictites developing on a curved
or angular twig. This is an “active cave” which continues the development of its speleothems. It has been confirmed
that the cave communicates with other cavities (caves Aggalaki and Saint Theodoroi) of the Sami underground
karstic network. Drogarati consists of a large chamber 100m long, divided into a higher level surrounded by tall
stalagmites called ‘Royal Balcony’ and a semicircular hall resembling a natural large amphitheatre, the ‘Apotheosis
Room’ where several social events and concerts are organized due to its excellent acoustics.



34 MupTogq
34 Myrtos

H napaAia tou MUptou ouykataAéyetal avaueoa otis Nio EVIUNWOIaKES Napahies ts Meooyeiou. Mpokertar yia
i napaiia “toénns” pe XapaktnpIoTKA MAEUPIKA 0ploB£Tnon nou ekteivetal Npos tn BAAacoa kai énou oto
Bopelo TAKA Tns avantiooovial Asipwves Mooeidwvias. O 6ppos tou MUptou Bpioketal otn BopelodUTIKA akTA Ts
Kepahovids, petagl tou Bopeiou TUNpatos tns opoaelpds tou Aivou (Opos Ayia Auvati) kal Tou vOTIou THALATOS
NS Xepoovhoou tns Epiooou (Kakdv 0pos). O 6ppos pavidZel ak6ua nio eviunwolakos and YnAd Pe ta Tupkoudd
vePQ Kal TNV ekNANKTIKA napahia and Aeukd Bétoaia prkous 850 p. H napahia nepiBGAetal ané andkpnpva Bpdxia,
TUAPATA NETPwHATtwY s Mpo-AnoUAias {vns nou oxnuatifouv pia ouykNIVIKA ntuxn (oxnpatos U). To tonio
SnpioupynBnke and t 8IGBPwonN s apyIMoKAAOTIKAS Oelpds Tou Meldkaivou- MAeIoKkaivou (23-2,56 ekat. €tn), n
onoia Bpioketal otov nupfiva tou oUYKAIVou, Ta NAEUpIkd okéAN Tou onoiou anoteholvial and Kpnudikols (145,5-
66,0 ekat. €1n) - Kat. MelokaivikoUs (23,03-13,65¢kat. £tn) aoBeotdMiBous. Eva peydho miayloavaotpogo phayua
(Pryua Ayias Eupnpias), oto onofo ta naAaiétepa netpwpata wholvral endvw and ta vedtepa, evioniZetal NAEUpIKA
npos tn vétia nAeupd tou dppou. To evepyd autd pAyUa Kabws Kal PIKkpOTEPa PAYLATA MoU TEUVOUV kdBeta v
napaAia ennpeaouv YEWTEKTOVIKG TNV NEPIOXN Kal o€ ouvduaoud e tn ouvexn S1IABPwWoN Twv AOGwV NPoKaAoUv
00BaPES KATONIOONTEIS, KATANTWOEIS BPAXwWV Kal TNV anéonacn Kai katdppeuon PeyAAwv ONGBONIBIKWOV TEHAXV.
Mia 6ardooia onnNid pe e1065ous and tn BANacoa kal v napaiia evioniZetal 0to voTio andtopo akpwTiPIo ToU
KOAMoU.

Breathtaking Myrtos is considered amongst the most stunning beaches in the Mediterranean. Myrtos is a laterally
bordered pocket beach extending seawards, with its north part partially colonized by Posidonia meadows. It is
located on the northwest coast of Kefalonia, in the transition zone between the northern part of Aenos Mt (i.e., Agia
Dinati Mt) and the southern part of Erissos peninsula (i.e., Kalon Mt). The coast is far more impressive if viewed
from above with turquoise waters and an amazing 850 m long white pebbled beach, surrounded by spectacular
cliffs made of rocks of the Pre-Apulian zone which form a syncline (U-shaped concave fold). The beachscape derives
from the erosion of the Miocene-Pliocene (5My) clay-clastic sequence found in the core of the syncline, the lateral
limbs of which consist of Cretaceous (145.5-66.0My) to Lower Miocene (23.03-13.65My) limestones. A major
reverse fault (Agia Efimia Fault) in which the older rocks move over the younger ones propagates laterally to the
rock cliffs on the far southern side of the bay. This active fault and smaller vertical faults affect geotectonically the
area and in combination with continuous cliff erosion create major rockfalls, landslides and trigger the detachment
and collapse of large olistolith blocks. A sea cave with entrances from both sea and the beach is found in the south
steep headland of the bay.

6 Knmovpta - 7 MAatia Appog
6 Kipouria - 7 Platia Ammos

Ta KnnoUpia kai n povadikns opop@ids napaiia s MAatids Appou e Ta opapaydévia vepd kal ta yuahiopéva
Botoaha Bpiokovtal oTn SUTIKA akth Tns xepoovhaou s MaAikAs. Xapaktnpiovial and €viova KATakePUAtIoUEVoOUS
aoBeatohiBikoUs Aopous e pnElyeveis enipdveles Hwkaivou-OAyokaivou (56,00-23,03 ekat. €tn) s MMpo-
AnoUAIas Zevns, ol onoiol undkelvial o€ éviovn napdktia SIGBpwon Kai dnuioupyolv éva dypio Ki eNBANTIKG
tonio. H nepioxn napouaidZer €viovn oelopikdtnTa apou Bpioketal NAnGiov Tou Peydhou uno®aAdociou payuatos
petaoxnpatiopoU s Kepahovids (CTF), kaBws kal xepoaiwy evepywv pnypdtwy BA-NA, BBA-NNA, BBA-NNA kal
BA-NA 81€UBuvons ta onoia 81ATEUVOUV TNV MEPIOXA Kal OXNPatiZouv eviunwaolakd pnElyevi pétwna. Znv opoh
evos T€T0I0U pAyUatos xtiotnke n lepd Mova Knnoupaiwv 1o 1759, an’ énou n 6€a npos 1o lévio MéAayos kal 1o
aKpWIAPI TNS Xxidas eival e€alpetikA. Ta Ktiopata tns MoviAs €xouv enaveNnpuéva unootel npi€s h kataotpagel €€
ONOKAApOU and 1oxupoUs oglopoUs (1769, 1869, 1953, 1972, 2014), evd n péyiotn tupn enitdxuvons (0,77 g)
TOU TEeUTaiou o€lopoU e enikevipo 20xAW and th Movn, €ival n ueyaAltepn nou €xel Kataypagei ws oApepa otnv
EANGSa. O1 etatonioels kal KatoAIoONGEIS MOU MPOKANBNKAV €iXAV WS AMOTEAETHA va UV ival MAE0V MPOGEYYIoIUN
Kai n napahia tns MA. Aupou and tnv Enpd, apoU €xouv unootei nui€s ta 400 okahondtia npéopaons.

Kipouria and the unique beauty beach of Platia Ammos with the highly polished pebbles and the emerald colored
waters are located on the western coast of Paliki peninsula. In these Geosites intensively faulted and fragmented
Eocene-Oligocene (?) (56.00-23.03 My) limestone cliffs of the Pre-Apulian zone dominate. The cliffs are subjected
to intense coastal erosion and create a wild and imposing landscape. The area is characterized by intense seismicity
due to the offshore Kefalonia Transform Fault Zone (CTFZ) and onshore NE-SW and ENE-WSW trending active faults
cutting across the region and forming impressive fault enscarpments. On the hanging wall of one of them the Monas-
tery was built in 1759, offering visitors an amazing view to the lonian Sea and Cape Schiza. Its buildings have been
repeatedly damaged or entirely destroyed by severe earthquakes (in 1769, 1869, 1953 and 2014). During the lat-
ter with its epicenter located 20 km from the Monastery, the recorded peak ground acceleration value (0.77 g) has
been the highest measured so far in Greece. It induced slope movements, rock falls and landslides along Platia Am-
mos coast which is now only accessible by boat, as the 400 steps of the access staircase were severely damaged.



H nepioxh tou Ayiou Bwpd nipe 1o Gvoud s and 10 OPWVULO EKKANCAKI Ndvw and tnv Napaiia, otnv kopuen
T0U AOpou Kal Bpioketal vétia tns Kepahovids, o koviivh anéotaon and to Apyootdhl. Anoteleitar and
petaAnikoUs oxnpatiopols tou MAeiokaivou (5,33-2,58 ekat. £In), Nou NePINAUBGVOUV WAITES, YappITIKoUs
aoBeotdNBous, Kuavés pdpyes pe nhodola naviéa Mahakiwv, AeMTOKOKKOUS WALMITES Kal AUUOUXES PAPYES. TOUS
YappItikoUs aoBeotoAIBOUS anaviwvial PIKPES KOINOTNTES and TS onoies CUMEYETAI T0 kaAokaipl kpouota dAuns
n onofa npoépxetal and tnv e€atuion tou Bahacaivol vepou Nou YeUiZel Ta GUOIKA autd €YKOIAD TOV XEINWVA Kal
Xpnolponoleital ws aAdu (tonikn ovopacia “appdia®). H napoucia anoAIbwpdtwv BaAGosIwV 0pyaviop®V dnws
XTévia Kal oTpeibia unodeikviel tnv aAayh otn otdéun tns 6AAacaoas, n onoia Atav YnAdtepa oto naperdov. Ta
otpeidia SnpioupyoUv anolkies o€ GKANPA UNOOTPWLATA TOU NUBKEVA KAl XPNOILOMOIOUVIAl ws SEIKTES NAAAIGV
aKtoypappwv. Enions, evtoniZetar n avantuén 500 deAtaikwv ouotnpdtwy MAelokaivikhs nAikias (5,33-2,58 ekat.
), va npoghalvouv npos tnv 6Ghacoa kai va avantiooovial Petagl napdktiwv anobéoewy. LUppwva Pe v
nopeia e€ENIEAS Tous, gaivetal 6T ta SeAtaikd ouothpata nou avantuxBnkav, au€dvovial o€ apiBpé nAnoidlovias
npos Ta peydha phyuata kovid otov Aivo.

The area was named after the homonymous church built above the beach, at the top of a hill, and is located close
to Argostoli, on the south coast of Kefalonia. It consists of post Alpine orogeny formations of Pliocene age (5.33-
2.58 My), comprising sand-diagenetic sandstones, sandy limestones, blue marls containing a rich mollusk fauna,
fine-grained sandstones and sandy marl. Small cavities are found in sandy limestones from which a crust of brine
is collected during the summer to be used as salt (called “afrala”), deriving from evaporated seawater which filled
these natural karstic pits in the course of the winter. The presence of marine fossils such as scallops and oysters in-
dicates a change of the sea level that used to be elevated in the past. Oysters forming colonies onto solid substrates
are useful indicators of coastlines and old coasts. In this Geosite the progradation of two deltaic systems of Pliocene
age (5.33-2.58My) towards the sea and their development in between coastal deposits can be distinguished. Based
on delta evolution, it seems that an increasing number of deltaic systems and the production of deltaic deposits
develops towards the large faults near Mount Aenos.

To i Bpioketal otn voTIa AKTA TNS XEPOOVACOU NS TANIKAS KI ival yvwotd yia tnv Napalia pe T AENTh KOKKWN
@upo oTo XpWUa TS okoupids. To xpWHa autd ogeiletal otov Gidnpo Nou aneAeudbepvouv ta apdova apyinikd
anoBépata twv napdktiwv Aoewv, kopudta and ta onoia papudouv oTo SEPUA TOUS Ol AOUOHEVOI WS PUTIKA
pdoka. Ta anoyupvwpéva autd Meio-Tetaptoyevin (3.5-0.781 ekat. €m) 1Zhpata pe AemtOkokkn PnAe GpyIAO
oxnpatidouv AOQous eKTEVWS SlaBpwpévous, ol onoiol xapaktnpidovtal and pia eviunwaolakhn evaaayn xpwpdtwv
NS WUNAE apyilou Kal TS KOKKIVNS AUPOU SNpIoupywdvtas €va 181aitepo Tonio XpWHATIKWY Kal YEWUETPIKWV
avuBéoewv. O NiBoloyikoi oxnpatiopoi anoteholvtal and 1-2% dppo, 29-54% INATN Kar 44-70% dpyio.
Ixnuatiotnkav oe peyGAa BA6n tou Baldooiou nubpéva ki avadubnkav and tn PETENETa €Viovn TEKTOVIKA
Spactnpidtnta katd to MAeiotékaivo. H nepioxn xapaktnpidetar and Siktua anootpdyyions e €VIOVES TOHES
€€QITIaS TV I0XUPWV BPOXOMTWOEWV Kal ToU SIaBPWOINOU XapaktApa Twv asdianépatwy aut®v 1Ignpdtwy. O1
XaunNAEs Bardooles avaBabpides katd Pnkos s aKTNS UNoSelkvUouy TS NaAaIES BETEIS NS AKTOYPApKAS K ival ol
KaAUTepa SiatNpnPEVES 0TN Xepabdvnoo TS MaAIkAs. ZTs nAayI€s katd pAKos Tns aktns kataypdpovial etatonioels
Kal katoAoBnoels petd and ogiopoUs, v n andtopn KAion tous ogeiletal otn dpdon twv KUWATWY Kal Ty topn
TV apYIIKQV AOQwV and pAyuata.

Xi Geosite is located on the southern coast of Paliki peninsula. It is famous for the beach with the fine-grained and
rust red sand, which is colored by the iron released from the abundant clay deposits both on sea cliffs and the sea-
bed. Due to the clay composition of these blue clays and their content in specific clay minerals, which seem to have
beneficial properties, this beach presents particular interest for “mud therapy”. The Plio-Quaternary (3.5-0.781
My) fine-grained blue clays form extensively eroded “badland type” hills which are characterized by a spectacular
color display alternating from blue clays to red sand thus creating an incomparable landscape of contrasting colors
and shapes. The granulometric analysis of these sediments showed that they consist of 1-2% sand, 29-54% silt,
and 44-70% clay. They were formed in a relatively deep marine environment whose evolution is associated with
intense tectonic events during the Pleistocene. The area is characterised by drainage networks with intense incisions
due to heavy rainfall and the erodible character of the impermeable sediments. The continuous and well preserved
marine terraces of Paliki peninsula are present along the shoreline at low elevations. A fault cutting the blue clays in
combination with the action of sea waves forms the steep slopes of the beach where slope movement and numerous
landslides are induced by earthquakes.



0 udpoBidtonos oto AiBdSI Bpioketal otov KOAMO ToU ApyooTOAIOU, 0TO BOPEIOAVATONIKO THAKA TNS XEPGOVAGOU
s MaNikns. MpoKeITar yia 1o onpavtikdtepo udpoBidtono s Kepatovids, éktaons 800 GTPEUNATWY NOU ANOTEAET
Kata@Uylo yia NARBOS ONAVIV NTNVAV ONws 0 €pwdIds Kal n aAkudva, KaBws Kal yia NOANG €idn aupiBiwy Ki
1XBUwv. H tpopodoaia tou udpopidtonou opeiletal, Kupiws, o€ NNyES nou Bpickovial oty NePILETPO ToU EAOUS
Kal otnv undyeia £10pon USATwWY, VA N ekpon oPeiletal oTo paivépevo tns Baputntas. Ta apdeutikd xavidkia Tou
BdAtou paptupolv Tis mpoondéBeies nou KatéBale o Kepaovitns pnxavikds Xapumoupns yia va aglonoingel tov
uSpopidtono pe kahiépyeles Tov 180 aidva. H napdkua Zwvn tou AIBadiol xapaktnpidetal ws pia ektetapévn
nepioxn xapnAoU UYOUETPOU, anotéAeopa tTNs aMnAeNidpaons xepodiwv kal Bardooiwv Siepyacidv. Katd
S1Gpkeia tou OAokaivou (0,01 17ekat.étn-onpepa) anoteholoe KoINGSa (aUNaka) pe BA S1elbuvon kai kUpio kAGSo
Aekdvns anootpdyyions, n onoia Atav evepyn Katd thv Teheutaia nayetwdn nepiodo Péxpl kai to Kat. ONOkaivo. O
uSpopIdTonos anoteAei éva eEADSES NePIBAANOV Le PEYIOTO UPOUETPO 2,81. Ndvw and To eninedo tns 6GAACGas, Kal
Yevikd pe BGBOS Niywv €KATOOTQV, EVR OF EISIKES NEPINTWOEIS TO PEYIOTO UYOS TNS OTAANS TOU vepoU pnopei va
QTaoel Kal ota 3. £Ta avatoMkd nepIBANETal and v eviunwaolakh opo@nh tou avaotpogou pryuatos AiBadiou
avwrtetaptoyevoUs nAIkias. Evepyd phyuata opioBetolv Tis napdkuies tetaptotayeis (2.58-0.005 ekat. £n)
aMouBiakés npooxwaels and aoBeotdNIBous Tou Kpnudikol (145.5-66.0 ekat. €tn)-Meidkaivou (23.03-5¢kat.
étn) s Mpo-AnoUAias {cvns nou avantiooovial BOPEIa Kal avatoNkG Tou éNous, KaBws Kal and YapKItes Kal
KkpokaAonayn tou MAeiotékaivou KahdBpias oeipds (2,58-0,0117 ekat. £In) nou avantiooovial o1a SUTIKG.

Wetland Livadi is located in Argostoli Gulf, at the northeastern part of Paliki peninsula. It is the most important
wetland of Kefalonia, covering an area of 800 acres and represents a refuge for many rare species of birds, such as
herons and common kingfishers, amphibians and fishes. The supply of the wetland is mainly due to springs located
in the perimeter of the swamp and the underground inflow of water, while the outflow occurs due to gravity. Irriga-
tion ditches testify the efforts of Kephalonian engineer Harbouris, to use the land for cultivating purposes during
the 18th century. The coastal zone of Livadi is characterized as an extensive lowland area which is the result of the
interaction of land and marine processes. During the Holocene (0.0117 My-present) it was a valley with an almost
northeast orientation. This valley was the main clade of a large drainage network which was active during the last
glacial period and until the Holocene. The wetland of Livadi is a swampy environment with a maximum elevation of
2.8 m above sea level, and a depth of a few centimeters. Its maximum depth sometimes reaches 3m. The wetland is
surrounded to the east by a spectacular hangingwall deriving from Livadi-Atheras Thrust which was formed during
the Late Quaternary. Striking active faults juxtapose the Quaternary (2.58-0.005 My) alluvial formations of the
coastal area against both the Cretaceous (145.5-66.0 My) - Miocene (23.03-5 My) limestones of Paxoi unit along
the eastern and southern margin of the swamp and the Pleistocene—Calabrian (1.8-0,78 My) marine sequence
developed over Paxoi formations along its western margin.

H MipvoBdiacoa tou KoutdBou Bpioketal otov kOAMO Tou ApyooTOAioU KI avantyooetal Ndvw o€ HETAANIKoUS
oxnuatiopoUs Tou Tetaptoyevous (2,58-0,00 ekat. £tn). MpOKeITal yia aMOUBIGKES NPOCXWOEIS Kal NAEUPIKG
KopApata nou npoépxovtal and tn SIABPwWON TwV YEITOVIKWY aoBeotOMNBwY. O KOAMOS Tou ApyooTtoAiou katd
TS nayetwsdels nepiddous mibavov anoteholoe KapoTikh NedIGda, T0 0WTEPIKG TNS onoias anootpdyyiZav ol
KataBdéBpes tou Apyootohiou. H Snpioupyia ToU OPEINETAl GE ONUAVTIKES TEKTOVIKES KAl EUCTATIKES KIVAGEIS NOU
gylvav petd 1o Meidkaivo (23.03-5.33 ekat. £n). Ynodéxetal ta vepd tns peyaAltepns ndAyns tou vnolol, s
noAyns twv Baroapdtwv n onoia Bpioketal Bopeia tou Aivou, aMAd kai Tns pikpdtepns NOAYNS Twv Tpwiavatwy.
To oxApa tns eival eNeINTikd, To BaBos ts 0,2-3p kal kahumtel €ktacn 1300 otpeppdtwv otnv onofa evioniZetal
KI éva pikpookonikd vnai. H AipvoBdhacoa opioBeteital and tn yépupa AeBoaétou h «Movies» (ITah. «pontey,
yépupa) pikous 750 Y nou ouvsEer v N6AN tou ApyooToAiou pe 1o yertovikd Apdnavo. Apxikd ntav §UAIvn
(kataokeudotnke and tov EABETO pnxaviké DeBosset 10 1810), eveh otn ouvéxela aviikataotdonke and netpivn
Kataokeun e tn xpAon aoBeotdNBwy Tou Av. KpntiSikoU, Tou yeitovikol Adpou tou Méteha. H NiuvoBdraocoa
anotehei onuavtikd uspoBidtono nou PIAoEevel Touhdxiatov 70 €idn USPARIWV KAl HETAVACTEUTIKWY MNVMV ONws
ndnies, kUkvous, koppopdvous, oTpoudIdLop®a, YAGPOUS, KOKKIVOAGIUNGES, OTAXTOHUYOXAPTNSES KI pwBIOUS.

Koutavos lagoon is located in the Gulf of Argostoli develops on post Alpine formations of Quaternary (2.58-0.00
My) age. These are alluvial deposits and scree consisting of loose or slightly cemented lithological formations, such
as gravel sands and accumulations of pebbles and boulders from the erosion of nearby limestones. The qulf of
Argostoli during the glacial periods was probably a karstic plain, which was drained by the sinkholes of Argostoli. Its
formation depended on the important tectonic and eustatic movements that took place after the Miocene (23.03-
5.33 My). It receives the waters of the largest polje of the island, the Valsamata polje, located north of Aenos Mnt,
as well as of the smaller polje of Troianata. It has an elliptical shape it is 0,2-3m deep and covers an area of 1300
acres. A small islet is also found at its southern part. It is delimited by the De Bosset Bridge or “Pontes” (Italian
“ponte”, bridge) 750m long, which connects Argostoli to the neighboring area of Drapanos. The initial wooden con-
struction built in 1810 by the Swiss engineer de Bosset, was replaced by a stone bridge, using Upper Cretaceous
limestone from the nearby Metela hill. The lagoon is an important wetland of the island and hosts at least 70 aquatic
and migratory avifauna species including ducks, mute swans, Great Cormorants, passerines, gulls, European robins,
spotted flycatchers and herons.



41 MovoAlBot (Mevip) Avwyng
41 Monoliths (Menir) of Anogi

MovéNiBol noikidwv oxnudtwv kal peyébous Bpiokovtal iGonaptol otnv eupUtepn Nepioxn s Avwyns, Tou Mio
opelvol xwploU otnv 18dkn, xtiopévo oe uépetpo 550y, ato dpos Nipnto. Autoi o anopovwpévol oykdNiBol Tou
Avatepou KpnusikoU (100,5-66,0 ekat. £In) s loviou {wvns anoteholv adiGAuTta UNoAeippata aoBECTONIBIKMV
netpWUATwVY e Pakpdotevo oxnpa, ol onoiol €ival Aeiol kal Aa€eupévol kal Snpioupyolv €va eviunwolakd
netpotonio. &' autoUs S1aKpivovTal KApoTIKES YEWHOPPES ONwS SIABPWOIYEVEIS QUAAKES KAl «YAUPES» HIKPWOV
Siaotdoewv, nou dnuloupyndnkav and tn diaAutikh dpdon tou vepou dtav 1o aoBecToNIBIKG Nétpwiia Bpiokdtav
o€ NAQOTIKA Katdotaon. AnoteoUv éva and ta onuavukétepa aglobéata tou vnoloU, ta onoia Aavbacuéva
eival yvwotd ws npoiotopikd peyahiBikd pvnpeia, a@ol n npoéheuch tous eival kaBapd YEWAOYIKA Kal Oxi
avBpwnoyevAs (and Adgeuon Bpdxwv). O LeyaNUTEPOS Kal NI evVIUNwolakds and tous 13 povohiBous ovopdotnke
and tous vténious “ApdkAns” (napfixnon tns ovopacias tou apxaiou Npwa HpakAN) Ki €Xel ATPaKTOEISES OXApa
Kkal Uyos 9p. Evtunwaiakoi povoAiBol eival enions to pevip tou Kapehdpn (naphxnon tou «kaBardpns») Aoyw tou
XapaknpIoTikoU oxNpatds tou nou BupiZel épinno Gvdpa, n «KoupkoUAa» kai to «WnAd AiBdpi» 6nou Seondlouv
Kal ta ANGOVIA TS AVwyns.

Monoliths of various shapes and sizes are scattered in the plateau of Anogi, the most mountainous village of
Ithaca, at an elevation of 550m, on mount Niritos. These isolated boulders of Upper Cretaceous (100.5-66.0My)
limestones of the lonian zone are the insoluble remnants of limestone rocks carved and of an elongated shape, that
constitute an impressive rocky landscape. Karstic geomorphs such as erosive grooves (channel) and “Karren” are
detected, that have been formed by the dissolving action of water when the limestone when it was still in a plastic
state. The “menir” of Anogi are one of the most important attractions of the island. They have been incorrectly con-
sidered as prehistoric megalithic monuments; however their origin is purely geological and not anthropogenic (from
rock or stone carving). The largest and most impressive among the monoliths is “Araklis” named after the ancient
hero Iraklis (Hercules), spindle-shaped, that stands at a height of 9m. Other impressive menirs include the menir of
Kavelaris (alliteration of the name “kaBahdpns (kavalaris)"=rider) due to its characteristic shape reminiscent of an
equestrian man, “Kourkoula” and “Psilo Lithari” located at the Threshing floors of Anogi.

46 BaOv
46 Vathi

To BaBU Bpioketal otov kOAMO Tou MwAoU eve) avatohikd, €€w and tov kOAMo Siakpivoupe tv napahia MEAKI.
0 KOAnos anoteAeital oxed6v and 6An tn aipd tns NiBohoyikns akoAoudias tns loviou Zwvns dnws epgaviletal
010 vnoi s 18dkns. Zuykekpipéva and tov oppo tou AEa Péxpl Tov GpHo Tou Mnpootd Aetol CUPLETEXOUY AVw
Tpiadikoi (237-201,3ekat. £1n) €éws Hwkalvikoi (56-33,9 exat. £tn) aoBeatdAiBol kal pAUOXNS nAikias ONydkaivo-
Méoo Meidkaivo (33,.9-13,82 ekat. €wn). H napahia T&dki anoteAeital and aoBectéNBous tou loupaaikoU-
Katatepou Kpnuidikod (201,3-100,5 ekat. €tn), eved to BabU €xel KAAUDTEl kal and MMAeIOTETApTOyeVEiS anobEaels
nio NpdoPatwv XaAap®Vv INPATwv (MAEUPIKES NPOOXWOEIS Kal NAEUPIKA KopApata). H €viovn yewLlop@oloyia Tou
KOAMOU OQEINETal OTIS EUCTATIKES KIVATEIS Nou ENaBav Xwpa katd th 8idpkela tou Tetaptoyevous (teheutaia 2,5 ekat.
£€1n) e eVOAAYES PUXPWV Kal Bepucdv NepIddwy (NaYETMSEIS Kal HEGONAYETWSEIS avtiotoixa). Katd 1S Yuxpés
nepidous npayparonolndnke éviovn katd BGBos S1dBpwaon and t §pdon Twv USATWY, SNHIOUPYWVTAS YEWHOPPES
Tnou «Iopd», o1 onoies e v dvodo tns otdduns tns BAAACOAS Katd TIs HECONAYETMSEIS NEPIGSOUS MANPUUPIZaV
oxnpatiZovtas tous pakpdotevous Bardoaious dppous. Ztov Spdo yia Tov oIKIoUS Ts Avwyns anavdtal n lepd
Movi KaBapv an’ énou n 6€a npos tov kOAMo kai 1o Babu ival e€aipetikA. H Movn eival agiepwpévn otn Mévvnon
s MapBEvou ki anotéheoe onpaviikd BPNOKEUTIKO KI €BVIKO kévipo To 1830 ouvEpauovTas otov Aywva tns Xwpas
yia v Ave€aptnaia ts and tous 06wuavous.

Vathi is located on Molos gulf, while on the east it is located beach Gidaki. The gulf consists of almost the entire
series of lithological sequence of the lonian zone as it appears on the island of Ithaca. Specifically, from the bay of
Dexas to the bay of Front Aetos occur Triassic (237-201.3 My) to Eocene (56-33.9 My) limestones as well as fly-
sch of Oligocene-Middle Miocene age (33.9-13.82My). Gidaki beach consists of Jurassic-Cretaceous (201-100.5
My) limestones, while Vathi has been also covered by Plioquaternary deposits which consist of more recent loose
sediments (lateral alluvium and lateral screes). The intense geomorphology of the Gulf of Molos is mainly due to the
eustatic movements that took place during the Quaternary (the last 2.5 My), consisting of successive alternations
of cold and warm periods (glacial and interglacial periods respectively). The result of these eustatic movements
is the intense deep erosion by the action of the waters during the glacial periods, which forms this characteristic
landscape, valleys of the “fjord” type, and which with the rise of sea level during the interglacial periods got flooded
forming the long and narrow bays of Molos qulf. The road to Anogi village on Mt Niritos, offers a spectacular view of
the qulf and Vathi. In this location, the Holy Monastery of Katharon was built dedicated to the Nativity of the Virgin,
which reached its peak in 1830, assisting wounded and hounded fighters during the War of Greek Independence
against the Ottomans.



®apayyta 20 Mépov - 12 Ayiag Bappapag
20 Canyon Poros - 12 Gorge of Agia Varvara

Ta 80o @apdyyla anoteloUv KapoTIKES Xapddpes pe andkpnuva, oxedOv kataképupa Ppaxwsén Toixwpata
ueyaAou UYous mou Tous Npoadidouv Ty e1kdva eMIBANTIKWVY TOMIWV. ZXNPATioTNKav AOyw NS €VIOVNS TEKTOVIKNS
Spaotnpidtntas kal s S1aBpwtikns Spdons Twv USATIVGWY PEUUATWY, N OMoia OXETIZETal UE EUCTATIKES KIVATEIS
nou €éAaBav xwpa katd  SIdpKeIa Twv Nayetwdwv nepiddwy tou Tetaptoyevous (ta teleutaia 2,5 ekat. €tn),
6tav n ot@Bun s BAAacoas PeIdnke €ws kal 140u. H Unapén pnypdtwv kai SiappAtewv o€ ouvbuaoud pe
v S1aBPWTIKA §pdon TWV £VIOVWV KAl CUXVV BPOXoNTWoewV NPokdAeaav tnv anooddpwan kai 1GBpwaon twv
Q0BECTONIBIKWV NETPWHATWY MoU 08AyNoav otn SnpIoupyia Twv gapayylwv. Ztov Mépo 1o gpapdyyl anotekeital and
aoBeatoAIBous Tou oxnpatiopoU Mavtokpdtopa, tns loviou Zwvns, nhikias Avwtepo Tpiadiké-Méao Aidalo (237-
182,7 exat. €m). ‘Exel pyAkos 500y kai péyioto Uwos nepinou 80u. To ®apdyy tns Ayias BapBdpas Bpioketal
avatoNikd tns AipvoBdaacoas tou KoutdBou ki anoteAeital anéd acBeotdhifous tou Avart. KpnudikoU (100,5-66,0
€KaT. £In) e PnKos nou Sev Eenepvd ta 300 p. Ze Uwos 70y oto papdyyi tou Moépou evtoniletal n ApakoonnAid nou
XpNGIPonoIABNKe yia th Aatpeia tou Mdva, Twv vuPwV Kai tou Aivaaciou Aia, eved ato gpapdyyi tns Ayias BapBdpas,
evtoniZetal onANaIo GNoU XTIGTNKE N OPWVULN €KKANGIa, apoU oUppwva pe tnv napadoon exkei Bpébnke n eikdva
s Ayias.

These two narrow, deep gorges with steep, almost vertical rocky walls constitute imposing landscapes. They were
formed mainly due to intense tectonics and the erosive action of water currents associated with the eustatic move-
ments that took place during the Quaternary glacial periods (the last 2, 5 My), when the sea level dropped down to
-140m. Faults and fractures in combination with the erosive action of intense and frequent rainfalls caused the dis-
integration of the limestones thus playing a decisive role in their formation. The lithological features of Poros gorge
consist of Upper Triassic-Middle Lias (237-182.7 My) limestones of the Pantocrator formation of the lonian zone.
The orientation of the Gorge is NE-SW, its length is about 500m and its maximum height is about 80m. The gorge of
Agia Varvara on the east side of Koutavos lagoon, consists of Upper Cretaceous (100.5-66.0 My) limestones, while
its length does not exceed 300 m. Inside Canyon Poros “Drakaena” cave is found, which in antiquity had been used
for the worship of Pan, the Nymphs and Aenisius Zeus. Moreover, at the bottom of Agia Varvara gorge, the homon-
ymous church was built inside a cave, where, according to tradition, the miraculous icon of Agia Varvara was found.

39 @€on O<ag Aivouv - 38 O<on Poudiotwy
39 View Point Aenos - 38 Rudists
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H opooelpd tou Aivou anoteAei Tov kUpio opeivd dyko Tou vnalol tns KEarovids kal 1o YnAGTePo 6pos Twv loviwv
vAcWV (YnAGTEPN KOPUPNH 0 MEyas Zwpds oe UPOUETPO 1627 1). IXnpatiotnke Katd tv AAMIKA 0poyEVEGN Kal TNV
t0noBétnon tou kaAUpPatos tns loviou Zwvns ndvw otnv Mpo-AnoUAia katd to Kat. MAidkaivo (5,333 3,6 €kat.
£n). H napandvw &iepyacia nou eival akéun evepyn, cuvodeudtav and Tektovika Napapoppwtikd enelcédia Kupiws
OUUMIETTIKOU Xapaktnpa (avdotpoga phyuata) yéoa ano ta ornoia npayuatonolnbnke n avaduon tou Aivou and ta
1Apata Tou wkeavou s TnBUos. To kuptd avayAugo (avtikAivo) Tou Aivou nou SnuioupynBnke anoteAeital KUpiws
ané aoPeatéiBous Tou Avtepou KpntiSikoU (100,5-66,00 ekat. £tn) otous omoious evtoniletal €vas PeyaAos
ap16uss anoNBwpdtwv Poudiotv, kupiws innoupites (Hippuritidae) kai padioAites (Radiolitidae). Autd ta 6iBupa
uahdkia kupidpxnoav katd 1o Kpnudikd avantiooovias anolkies Kal SNUIoUpYVTas EKTETAPEVOUS upaous pnxd
otov wkedvio nubpéva s TnBUos, €ws v e€apdavion Tous oto TEN0S Tou KpnTiSIkoU. XaunAd Twv VOTIOSUTIKWV
KNITUWV Tou Bouvou (and Ziywtdta péxpl Mapkonouho), o Aivos anoteeital kupiws and SoAouites Tou Katwiepou
KpnusikoU (145.0-100.5 ekat. £tn). H navopapikh ©éon ©€as npos tov kOAMo tou Aoupdd npoopépetal yia v
napatnpnaon s €viovns YewHop@oAoyias tou 6pous (avtikAivo) kai tou Nétiou TuApatos tou Aivou nou anoteAeital
Kupiws and peta-ANnikEs anobEoels.

Aenos mountain range constitutes the main mountain mass of Kefalonia and the highest mountain in the loni-
an Islands (Megas Soros is the highest peak reaching 1627m). It was formed during the Alpine orogeny and the
placement of the lonian zone nappe on the Pre-Apulian one during the Lower Pliocene (5.333 - 3.6 mya). This pro-
cess which is still active, was accompanied by tectonic deformations mainly of compressive nature (reverse faults)
through which Aenos emerged from the sediments of the ancient Tethys Ocean. The created convex-upward relief
(anticline) of Aenos consists mainly of Upper Cretaceous (100.5-66.00 mya) limestones which host an abundance
of Rudist fossils, mostly hippurites (Hippuritidae) and radiolites (Radiolitidae) that dominated the world of reefs
throughout the Cretaceous. These bivalve molluscs used to live on the margin of Tethys Ocean until their extinction
at the end of the Cretaceous. In the lower parts of the south-western slopes (from Simotata to Markopoulo) Aenos
mainly consists of Lower Cretaceous (145.0-100.5 mya) dolomites. The Viewpoint presents a panoramic view
towards Lourdas Bay and offers the opportunity to admire the intense anticlinal geomorphology of the mountain
and its southern part which is mainly covered by post-Alpine deposits.
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